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of the army renders the hope of an  early or rapid  evo-
lution towards Dominion Status extremely precarious.

There is however a consideration that our
view dwarfs every other and forbids us to regard this
Bill as an instalment of reform that one grudgingly
accepts for lack of something better. The calling in
of the Princes to neutralise the Hindu masses (who in
any event are barely represented) was a clever stroke
of Imperialist statecraft. The Princes, with very few
exceptions are old-world autocrats, ultra-conservatives
on every political, social and economic question. They
are notoriously in leading-strings co Simla, and yet
they have the merit of looking like Indians. With
only two or three exceptions their States enjoy no
civil or political rights, and their representatives in the
Federal Legislature will be their personal nominees.
Once there they will dominate it, for with less than a
quarter of the total population they will have in the
Lower House a third of the voting power, and in the
Upper House forty per cent. The Federation starts,
therefore, with an irreducible conservative block which
needs only a slight reinforcement from the over-repre-
sented propertied element of British India to dominate
t&e peninsula for ever. Elections may be held; the
provinces may send up time after time big radical
contingents, but with the help of a handful of minority
groups of Princes can keep property in the saddle for
any period of time that need concern us.